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POETRY: A Magazine of Verse 

cerity and honest originality in his work. There is 
structure and beauty, not lacking in restraint, and a 
stern quality as of iron in these poems. The twilight of 
the nerves, that pervasive note of modern poetry, or of 
the poetry of the nineties, has no place in this book. 
Twilight is here, but it is the twilight of a strong mind 
and a strong body, not unakin in spirit, though not in 
expression, to the hard, unblinking acceptance of the 
tragic side of life that we have recognized in Synge. As 
Mr. Walter Lippman says in his preface, "In Paul 
Mariett the tragic is always active, sharp and colored; it 
was not so much a regret over life as an insight 
into it." Not all of the poems represent an equally 
high grade of achievement. I should especially recom- 
mend Coining Home from the Play; Exotic; The Temple 
of Azzi-Rep; The House of Eric; And A Wife in Every 
Port; Crew Practice; Lyric — but the reader must make 
his own choice after all. 
Some Letters of William Vaughn Moody, edited with an 

Introduction by Daniel Gregory Mason. Houghton 

Mifflin Co. 

It is a pity that the glamour of personal friendship 
should have permitted the publishing of these early 
letters of William Vaughn Moody. These letters, not 
without charm to those who are able to feel through them 
the renewed warmth of a magnetic personality, yet 
reflect very little of the poet's literary maturity, and can 
contribute little to the public appreciation of his genius. 
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Reviews 

In a larger group of letters, representing the fuller develop- 
ment of the man, they would have found their place. 
William Vaughn Moody was a conscientious artist, 
scrupulously exacting and reserved, deliberately refusing 
to give anything but the best of himself to the public. 
The most inspiriting phase of this volume is found in 
the letter to Mr. Henry Miller protesting against a cer- 
tain deterioration in the stage presentation of The Great 
Divide, and in the note supplied by Mr. Mason of the 
author's refusal, for artistic reasons, to allow the noveliza- 
tion of the successful play — a refusal estimated modestly 
at a cost of from twenty-five to fifty thousand dollars. 
To how many American authors would not such a refusal 
seem quixotic and extreme? Or how many English 
authors would have resisted the temptation? It is by 
such an action that one may measure the strength of the 
man, and refute the European belief in the complete 
commercialism of American letters. A. C. H. 

A WORD FROM MR. YEATS 

The following letter to the editor of Poetry explains 

itself: 

When I got the very unexpected letter with the prize of £50, my 
first emotion was how much it would have meant to me even ten years 
ago; and then I thought surely there must be some young American 
writer today to whom it would mean a great deal, not only in practical 
help, but in encouragement. I want you therefore not to think that 
I am in any way ungrateful to you, or in any way anxious to put myself 
into a different category to your other contributors because I send 
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